UNCOMPOUNDED  UNITY
the spiritual power of Rome was undergoing one of its
periodical revivals. A new wave of monastic enthusiasm,
emanating from the Benedictine Foundation of Cluny,
was putting new life into the Church, but a life parasitical
upon that of its hosts. Communities of monks, living in
strict celibacy and with their allegiance centred in Rome,
were acquiring more and more of the land and more
more of power in the State. No doubt of their
bringing to England the highest spiritualizing and
civilizing influence of an age just beginning to grope its
way out of darkness, but it was a cosmopolitan importa-
tion that had to be paid for in the depressing of the
national power of resistance below safety level.
It only needed a failure in the line of strong Kings, and
the renewed stress of Viking invasion, to bring the house
that Alfred had built toppling about the ears of its
inmates. Monk-ridden England, with its constituent
parts, or earldoms, only loosely united, was incapable of
providing that naval defence for which Alfred had
stipulated, or of concentrating military resistance either
in time or in sufficient strength. It was child's play for
the Vikings, under these circumstances, to collect all the
removable wealth of the country by successive levies of
blackmail, as a preliminary to appropriating the country
itself. This, fortunately, meant less than it would have
in the time of Alfred. The Vikings were no longer a
serious menace to Europe ; they were already In process
of conversion to Christianity, and a Danish conquest
did not amount to anything much more serious than the
placing of an extremely competent monarch on a throne
that had been occupied by an extremely fatuous one.
King Canute might, in fact, have passed for the repre-
sentative Viking, perfectly unscrupulous and perfectly
adaptable. Having got what he wanted by methods of
sheer frightfulness, he made a complete volte face, sent
home his Danish forces with a great deal better grace
than William of Orange parted with his Dutch guards,
and settled down for all the world as if he had been a
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